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I. Artist Name 
 
Taehee Kim (Art and Technology MFA 2) 
 
 
II. Project Abstract 
 
“Sentient Space” is a breathing, living space. The installation shows the networked energy of a 
space through sound, video, and interactive wires. There is a performance as well. “Sentient 
Space” addresses how space is alive and how sentience creates bridge between things, 
especially with human beings. Spatial and human energy are multi-way communications and 
very intimately linked. But we often forget space affects us in as many ways as we effect space. 
The sentience of other lifeforms is always there. It is just that we can’t see it. It is not existence, 
it’s neither non-existence. It is just suchness.  
 
 
III. Project Description  
 
The installation and performance will be in C113 gallery. First, the artist finds some energy 
spots in the gallery by using the L-Rods dowser. Dowsing is a technique for searching for 
underground water or any other invisible objects by using rods or a pendulum, supposedly in 
response to unseen influences. Stainless steel wires, around 5-7, hang over the space through 
dowsing spots that the artist found. One of the wires which will be straight in the center of the 
space will be a touch sensitive wire. When people touch that wire, sound and sound visualized 
video will be projected on each wall. The project uses a stainless steel wire as conductive 
material with a Touchboard, programmed using the Arduino IDE and MaxMSP. The interactive 
wire represents a lifeline of the space and will be the core part of the space like a heart in the 
human body. Lifeline is a metaphorical term for life in Korea. It encompasses a wider and more 
comprehensive meaning than the word ‘timeline’ which has more chronological meaning.  
 
When the audience enters the gallery, the first thing they will see are the wires and the shadow 
from the wires in a silent, dimly-lighted space. When they walk around the space and touch the 
wire in the center, the whole space will breathe by making sound and visuals. I want to contrast 
silence and the sensation of living to emphasize the sentience is not going away. It is always 
present with us in a place we don’t easily recognize. “Sentient Space” uses technologies not to 
give birth or breathe life to things that are not alive, but to reveal their sentience and suchness 
of them.  
 
The performance is a collaboration between a choreographer and two dancers. Dancers will 
move around the space interacting with the wires. It is an improvisational movement as they feel 
the space and communicate with the space. The performance is around 30 minutes. So, in this 
show, the invisible things become more visible and we humans see how space mingles with the 
human body.  
 
 



IV. Preliminary Visual Diagrams Indicating Installation Concepts  
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V. List of Equipment Needed  
 
1/16” Stainless steel wires 
Wire rope compression sleeves  
Mounting tape  
Mounting hangers 
3 x projectors 
3 x projector mounts 
1 x Mac Mini 
1 x Speaker 
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