
CENTER FOR INTEGRATED MEDIA
ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE PRESENT: A Hybrid Seminar and Workshop 

Norman Klein  nmklein@msn.com 
Tom Leeser     tleeser@calarts.edu

(Note: we may adjust the this syllabus, based on the directions of the class discussions, and the evolution of our  
research and  process )

Description: This class is a cross-disciplinary graduate seminar and workshop focusing on 
our contemporary cultural condition through in-depth analysis, discussion and art making. 

Our archaeology of the present essentially begins in 1964, with massive shifts in the role of 
the nation state, in digital technologies, in biotechnology, in urban planning and in new forms 
of media production and communication. We’ll trace these shifts and their 20th century origins 
through the emergence of a 21st century form of neo-feudalism with its risks and potential: 
new forms of narrative and cultural production, modernism as a ruin and the dismantling of 
the American psyche.

We will collectively develop various artistic and critical tools in creative research, analysis and 
historical/genealogical investigations. These tools will be introduced to the class and then 
articulated through student projects and presentations (for example, how to apply methods 
from anthropology, sociology and social history to the visual arts, cinema, video, social 
networks, etc.).

We will define the outcomes according to how students apply these content creation tools, to 
effective discussions, creative prototypes, media presentations and exploratory essays.  The 
students will investigate sociological and historical strategies that will support and may even 
invalidate their approach to creative practice.
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Essential Texts/Online Materials:

Michael Foucault
Key Concepts- An Index
http://www.michel-foucault.com/concepts/index.html

Theodor Adorno
The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception, 1944
https://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/adorno/1944/culture-industry.htm

Walter Benjamin 
The Work of Art in the Age of Reproduction, 1936
http://www.marxists.org/reference/subject/philosophy/works/ge/benjamin.htm

Bertolt Brecht
A Short Organum for the Theatre, 1948
http://blogs.evergreen.edu/stagesofdiscovery/files/2011/10/Brecht-2.pdf

James Bridal
http://new-aesthetic.tumblr.com/about
http://booktwo.org/notebook/new-aesthetic-politics/

Marshall McLuhan
Understanding Media: The Extensions of Man
http://web.mit.edu/allanmc/www/mcluhan.mediummessage.pdf

Stuart Eleen
How Should We Do the History of Territory
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/21622671.2012.733317

Peter Wollen 
The Two Avant Gardes
http://alejandroquinteros.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/thetwoavantgardes.pdf

David Andrews
Revisiting The Two Avant Gardes
http://www.ejumpcut.org/archive/jc52.2010/andrews2A_Gs/text.html

Ian Andrews
Post Digital Aesthetics and the Return to Modernism
http://ian-andrews.org/texts/postdig.html

Keith and Mendi Obadike
Haints in the Stream? Networked Music and Art
http://viralnet.net/lamentproject/texts.html

Tom Leeser/Lea Rekow
A Broader Cultural Dialogue: A Discussion on Mapping and Cosmology
http://viralnet.net/radicalcosmologies/interviews/rekow_leeser.html

Essays:

Norman Kein
Crossroads: A Brief Archaeology of Light
Invisible Kingdoms
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Books:

Michel Foucault, Archaeology of Knowledge
Franco Berardi After the Future :  
www.sok.bz/web/media/video/AfterFuture.pdf

Requirements:

1. Participation - active listening + questioning
2. Attendance -   3 absences permitted
3. Completion of all assignments and presentations

Assignments: 

1. An essay, 1,200 words, responding to the readings and class work… or

2. A project or performance, responding to the readings and class work – supported by a 
500 word written description

3. Timely contributions to a class initiated index – the index is a list of topics and web 
sources that will function as a document of our collective research and explorations

4. A final presentation based on the student's essay or project designed to initiate a 
discussion and response to the class work

SCHEDULE:

JAN 13 An introduction to the topics of the class.
We will outline the tools and methods for research and discovery

 
Class discussion: What is an archaeological approach to the present? Are 
there such things as a future or a past that can be defined beyond a 
fictional narrative?

JAN 20 Norman responds to Foucaultʼs concept of “rupture” in his book: 
archaeology of Knowledge. 

JAN 27 Screening: Adam Curtis: “All Watched Over by Machines of Loving Grace” 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Watched_Over_by_Machines_of_Loving_Grace_%28TV_series
%29

FEB 3 Screening: Bifo Beradi “After the Future”
http://vimeo.com/25367464

Class discussion on Beradi, Curtis and Foucault

http://vimeo.com/25367464
http://www.sok.bz/web/media/video/AfterFuture.pdf


FEB 10 Class discussion on Normanʼs project: The Imaginary 20th Century (with 
Margo Bistis)

https://imaginary20thcentury.com/

FEB 17 Class discussion on Normanʼs essays: Crossroads: A Brief Archaeology 
of Light and Invisible Kingdom: A Feudal History of Black Budgets

http://www.paglen.com/

Tom discusses the work of Mary Mattingly, 2014 viralnet.net fellow

http://www.marymattingly.com/html/MaryMattinglyBlog.html
http://viralnetresearchfellow.wordpress.com/viralnet-net/

FEB 24 Norman lectures on: “Living In Violet” 
Reviewing the argument from another perspective-- Background to the 
“dismantling of the American psyche…” 1964 to the present. We will certainly 
concentrate on the eighties as well; and on the current issues since 2008, that is 
so different already than what was understood as globalism, yet emerges 
directly out of it—and is, as yet, not defined…

-Norman Klein

MAR 3 Tom lectures on: The Post Digital, the Glitch and the New Aesthetic
 

The emergence of a post urban industrial feudalism (since 1980)…Media, 
definitions of the body, video art, cinematic effects, parallel worlds, new social 
media strategies, scripted spaces, cybernetics, games, play and action. (after 
McLuhan, Paik and Cage)

MAR 10 Mapping Workshop: The class will create a genealogy map based on our 
discussions 

MAR 17 A review of our maps and an update to our index- the conversations 
continue leading into the student presentations.

MAR 24 Spring Break

MAR 31 Final Project Presentations
APR 7 Final Project Presentations
APR 14 Final Project Presentations
APR 21 Final Project Presentations

http://viralnetresearchfellow.wordpress.com/viralnet-net/
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Relevant for additional research:

http://viralnet.net/
http://rhizome.org/
http://www.ctheory.net/
http://www.e-flux.com/journals/
http://www.eastofborneo.org/
http://www.altx.com/home.html
http://nonstop-future.org/discourse

http://nonstop-future.org/discourse
http://www.altx.com/home.html
http://www.eastofborneo.org/
http://www.e-flux.com/journals/
http://www.ctheory.net/
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http://viralnet.net/

